
THE LAB REPORT GUIDE 
*Must be in the order as follows. Each section should be clearly labeled, but does not 
have to be on separate pages. The lab report should be word processed on a computer in 
“Times Roman” 12-14 font only using black ink. If you do not have access to a computer, 
you may neatly use black/blue ink only. LEAVE A SPACE BETWEEN EACH SECTION. 
Have your work edited.  
Heading: Name, lab partners names, date, period, Title of Lab (Use IV & DV in 
Title) 
PURPOSE: A few sentences stating what the purpose/objective of the lab is. Ex: 
The purpose of this lab was to show _________________. You might include a 
definition here. Ex: Photosynthesis is the process by which ________________. 
PROBLEM QUESTION– One variable if possible, and something that can be 
tested. Question must be relevant. 
HYPOTHESIS– Must answer problem question and be testable. (“If . . . and (the 
IV) . . .  then . . ” format)  
MATERIALS– List all materials (No specific order. Complete sentences not 
necessary) 
PROCEDURE– Numbered list of the procedure followed for the experiment 
from start to beginning. (Not paragraph form.) Include specific details for each 
step and do not use personal pronouns (“I,” “He,” “She.” etc.) Written in 
present tense. Example: Don’t say, “She put water in the beaker.” Instead you 
would say, “1. Place 50 mL of distilled water in a large beaker.” Complete 
sentences are not necessary. Illustrations or drawings may be used for clarity. 
*Include any safety precautions at the end of this section.  It is important to 
have a clear procedure stated so that the test/experiment can be replicated! 
OBSERVATIONS– A written description of what you may have seen, heard, 
smelled, possibly tasted, or felt. Do not repeat the procedure. DO NOT MAKE 
ANY CONCLUSIONS IN THIS SECTION. Again, do not use personal 
pronouns. (Refer to the “OBSERVATION” section of the Scientific Method 
handout for physical properties.) Paragraph form using complete sentences. 
DATA– Includes data tables or graphs. Tables should be clear, concise and easy 
to read. Titles and labels are required for tables and graphs. Tables or graphs 
should be drawn using a pencil & a ruler or, can be computer generated using 
Excel. ** See “Graph Rules.” 
 
CONCLUSION– *Re-write problem question exactly from the beginning. *Use 
your data to answer the question.  You may be asked to compare and contrast.  
The reader should be able to understand what was being tested and what the 
outcome of the experiment was. Never refer reader back to data. If your data is 
different from the class’s, or you feel it is inaccurate, this is where you would 
explain what you think went wrong and how you could improve the test.  State 
whether or not your hypothesis was supported and why so. 
 
 
 


